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South Bay Progressive Alliance 
Candidate Questionnaire
For County Board of Supervisors

Please download and complete the questionnaire and email the completed document to info@SouthBayPA.org.  By submitting your responses to this questionnaire to the South Bay Progressive Alliance (SBPA), you agree that your responses are public and that we may share your responses with others.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.17dp8vu][bookmark: bookmark=id.kgcv8k][bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs][bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll][bookmark: bookmark=id.z337ya][bookmark: bookmark=id.34g0dwd][bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te]Name: 	 Betty Duong  	     		BOS District:       2      	     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1y810tw][bookmark: bookmark=id.1jlao46][bookmark: bookmark=id.3znysh7]Phone(s):     (408) 250-5851        			     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1ci93xb][bookmark: bookmark=id.43ky6rz][bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0][bookmark: bookmark=id.2bn6wsx][bookmark: bookmark=id.2iq8gzs][bookmark: bookmark=id.tyjcwt][bookmark: bookmark=id.3dy6vkm]Email:	 info@bettyduong.com         		   	Website:    www.bettyduong.com		     	     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.xvir7l][bookmark: bookmark=id.2p2csry][bookmark: bookmark=id.1t3h5sf]Line of Work:	    Chief of Staff, Office of Supervisor Cindy Chavez       		     
Candidate Pledge:   

If you cannot make the following 4 affirmative pledges, the SBPA cannot endorse you at this time. 

CORPORATE-FREE. CORPORATE-FREE. As a corporate-free candidate, in order to avoid conflicts of interest and maintain financial and political independence, I commit to refuse donations from corporations, industry lobbyists, corporate representatives, and Political Action Committees (except for union PACs and PACs that refuse corporate donations) and further, to publicize that I am a corporate-free candidate in my campaign literature, website, and social media.    
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2s8eyo1][bookmark: bookmark=id.1x0gk37][bookmark: bookmark=id.23ckvvd]YES ☐
PLEDGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY.  I commit to publicize and hold regular listening sessions with my constituents, to stay in touch with their needs and concerns. 							YES ☐
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]PROGRESSIVE POLICIES.  I commit to author, co-author, support, promote and defend people-focused progressive policies and practices that incorporate SBPA core values to improve communities and the quality of life for my constituents.   									              YES ☐
[bookmark: _heading=h.owomwwjovb65]DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION.  I commit to help level the playing field for ALL people and prioritize the development of leadership among under-represented communities.  				YES ☐


General Questions:

1. Endorsements— 
a. Who are you endorsing, from national races all the way down ballot to local races? 
	
	Dual Endorsement: 
Patrick Ahrens and Tara Sreekrishnan for California State Assembly District 26

Jorge Pacheco - Santa Clara County Board of Education   

b. [bookmark: bookmark=id.26in1rg][bookmark: bookmark=id.3rdcrjn][bookmark: bookmark=id.lnxbz9]Who has endorsed you?

· Ruth Silver Taube - Attorney, Legal Services Chair of the South Bay Coalition to End Human Trafficking
· Walter Wilson - Co-Founder, Silicon Valley Minority Business Consortium
· Marilu Zepeda - Co-President, Valley Palms Unidos Tenant Association
· Meredith Curry - Community Leader
· General Nguyen Khac Binh - The Army of the Republic of Vietnam
· Colonel Tran Thanh Dien - The Army of the Republic of Vietnam
· Colonel Vu Van Loc - The Army of the Republic of Vietnam
· Jesús Orosco - President and Executive Director, La Raza Historical Society of Santa Clara Valley
· Nguyen Pham - Community Advocate
· Bob Nuñez - Co-chair, La Raza Roundtable de California
· Erlinda Fortes Reyes - Community Leader and Founder of Nurse Builders Academy
· Ernesto Barajas - Cassell Neighborhood Association
· Danny Garza - Plata Arroyo Neighborhood Association
· Charles and Cynthia Garza - Seven Trees Neighborhood Association
· Kathy Sutherland - Delmas Park Neighborhood Association
· Nancy Bremeau, Santa Clara County Commission on the Status of Women
· Darcie Green - Community Leader
· Hảo Nguyễn - Phở Pasteur Owner - Lion Plaza Food Court
· Nhu Hanh Tonnu - Ve Nguon Vietnamese Language School
· Hai Huynh - Founder, Voice for Vietnamese American Foundation
· Phan Dinh Minh - "Trên Cánh Đồng Mây" Radio Saigon, Dallas
· Camille Llanes-Fontanilla - Community Leader and Parent
· QuynhChi Nguyen - Attorney, Former President of the Vietnamese American Bar Association of Northern CA
· Jessica Paz-Cedillos - Community Leader
· Melinda Chacon - Community Advocate
· Carl Guardino - former CEO of Silicon Valley Leadership Group
· Leslee Guardino - Government Affairs Professional
· Rita Birrueta - Co-president, Valley Palms Tenant Association
· Reverend Reginald Swilley - Co-Founder, Silicon Valley Minority Business Consortium
· Zelica Rodriguez-Deams - Community Leader
· Dr. Randal Tanh Hoang Pham, MD, MS, FACS, FASOPRS
· Zoe Lofgren - United States Congresswoman
· Fiona Ma - California State Treasurer
· Malia Cohen - California Controller
· Dave Cortese - State Senator
· Josh Becker - State Senator
· Ash Kalra - Assemblymember
· Alex Lee - Assemblymember
· Paul Fong - Former Assemblymember
· Cindy Chavez - Santa Clara County Supervisor
· Jim Beall - Former Senator and Santa Clara County Supervisor
· Bob Jonsen - Santa Clara County Sheriff
· David Cohen - San Jose City Councilmember
· Dev Davis - San Jose City Councilmember
· Tara Sreekrishnan - Santa Clara County Board of Education Vice President
· Don Rocha​ - Santa Clara County Board of Education Trustee
· Mike Potter - Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority Director
· Omar Din - Sunnyvale Vice Mayor
· Rich Tran - Former Milpitas Mayor
· Hon Lien - Milpitas City Councilmember
· Phong La - Alameda County Assessor
· Lena Tam - Alameda County Supervisor
· Michael Chang - Former Cupertino Mayor
· Ellen Kamei - Mountain View City Councilmember
· Emily Ramos - Mountain View City Councilmember
· Lucas Ramirez - Mountain View City Councilmember
· Jeremy Barousse - Evergreen School District President Pro-Tem
· Mayra Cruz - Former Trustee, San Jose Evergreen Community College District
· Minh Pham - Alum Rock Union School Board President
· Gilbert Wong - De Anza Foothill Community College District Trustee
· Derek Grasty - Trustee Mount Pleasant Elementary School District
· Tony Estremera - Santa Clara Valley Water District Director
· Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto - Fremont Union High School Board Member
· Jorge Pacheco Jr. - Oak Grove Elementary School District Trustee
· Jeffrey Buchanan - Luther Burbank School District Trustee
· Randy Okamura - Former San Jose Evergreen Community College District Trustee
· Zach Hilton - Gilroy City Councilmember
· Santa Clara County Democratic Party
· South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council
· LiUNA Local #270
· SEIU Local #521
· SEIU Local 2015 California's Longterm Caregivers
· SEIU Committee of Interns and Residents (CIR) 
· SEIU United Service Workers West (USWW) 
· SEIU United Health Workers West (UHW)
· Teamsters Local #350
· Teamsters Local #665
· Teamsters Joint Council 7
· Santa Clara County Firefighters IAFF Local #1165
· Deputy Sheriffs' Association of Santa Clara County (DSA)
· Santa Clara County Correctional Peace Officers' Association (CPOA)
· County Employees Management Association (CEMA)
· Northern California Cement Masons' Local #400
· Amalgamated Transit Union Local #265
· Housing Action Coalition
· Silicon Valley Young Democrats
· Asian Pacific American Democrats
     
c. Whose endorsements are you seeking or expect to receive? 
· Santa Clara County Supervisor Susan Ellenberg, District 4
· Santa Clara County Supervisor Otto Lee, District 3
· San Jose City Councilmember Omar Torres, District 3
· San Jose City Councilmember Peter Ortiz, District 5 
· Former Supervisor Rod Diridon, Sr. 
        
2. [bookmark: bookmark=id.1ksv4uv]Campaign Funding —How much money do you plan to raise for your campaign? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from?   
I accepted the maximum expenditure limit of $250,000 for this race and have raised $250,000. My donors are neighbors, friends, teachers, social workers, retirees, small business owners, and labor unions. My donors do include LLCs (limited liability companies), small and local businesses that have incorporated to limit their liabilities. 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2u6wntf][bookmark: bookmark=id.3vac5uf]            
Board of Supervisors Questions:
1. Motivation: Why did you choose to run for this office? 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.19c6y18][bookmark: bookmark=id.2afmg28]Our family arrived in America as clients of the County’s refugee resettlement program. My sisters and I spent our childhoods translating for our parents, family, and neighbors, helping them navigate government agencies and safety net resources. 
Running for County Supervisor is extremely personal to me. As the provider of safetynet services to our most vulnerable residents, I am running because our communities deserve a qualified Supervisor who intimately understands the outcomes of good policy, the consequences of bad governance, and has a demonstrated track record of innovation that prioritizes working families, vulnerable workers, and historically disadvantaged communities.  I have led new initiatives, established new offices, departments, the County’s newest health center and first cultural service center. 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.44sinio]District 2 is the most densely populated district in the county with the greatest needs. The majority of County clients live in District 2, we have the largest unhoused population, and the highest number of seniors living below the poverty line. I am running to build and strengthen the same safetynet services that my family and I relied on to ensure the best outcomes for families and communities relying on it today. 
2. Priorities:  What do you believe are the major issues facing residents of your district? What are some specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, etc.) you intend to accomplish while in office? 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.pkwqa1][bookmark: bookmark=id.3tbugp1]Improving County Services – I am ready to make county services better and more easily accessible for everyone. I know the difference county services can make because my family relied on them when I was growing up. That’s why I will continue to be an effective leader for improving county government services, and helping people before they are in crisis. I led the effort to establish the Vietnamese American Service Center to give local community members the help they need in one place – mental health services, dental treatments, medical checkups and more. I also created the County’s Language Access Policy to ensure families like mine can access the services they need. As Santa Clara County Supervisor, I will continue to lead efforts to solve the county’s short staffing and recruit more workers so that we can access the services we need faster and easier. I know the difference county services can make because my family relied on them all throughout my childhood. We need to prioritize staffing and filling the 15% vacancy rate at the County with permanent coded employees so that our operations can run at full capacity. We do this through investments and expansion in recruitment, creating more opportunities for promotion through job training and professional development to support retention, and ensuring a strong system of accountability at the County.
Making Our Neighborhood Safer – I am ready to make our community safer by investing in public safety and early intervention programs so that we can address the causes of crime. I believe everyone deserves to feel safe in their neighborhood. As our Santa Clara County Supervisor, I will push for a comprehensive public safety strategy to improve community safety, reduce property crime and stop hate crimes. I know firsthand from my work at the county and in the public defender's office that we need to do everything we can to help people before they enter the criminal justice system by addressing the root causes of crime. That’s why I will push for programs that address the issues of mental health, food and housing – the social economic causes of crime. I will also support increased investments in programs that help support formerly incarcerated residents and vulnerable youth. I support addressing the issue of public safety through proven diversion and rehabilitation programs. I will also fight to ensure that victims of crime will have the support they need to move past any trauma they may have after a crime occurs and help them regain their lives.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2jxsxqh]Creating More Housing Opportunities – I am ready to create more housing opportunities for our neighborhoods so families can stay and thrive in Santa Clara County. Born and raised in San Jose, I have seen increasing housing costs force many people to leave the area, away from friends, family, and their jobs. In 2016, I had the honor of serving as Campaign Manager on the Measure A Housing Bond Measure that created $950 million for affordable housing development on track to build 4,300 new units of housing. I am determined to continue working to find more affordable housing solutions, so people can live and raise families in the communities they grew up in.          
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]Qualifications:  Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being aCounty Supervisor, and include any community volunteering or activism. If you’re an incumbent, how would you assess your own job performance?  Please give some specific examples of accomplishments and setbacks.  
[bookmark: bookmark=id.28h4qwu]Born and raised in San Jose, I am a lifelong resident of Santa Clara County’s District 2. Our family arrived here after the Viet Nam War. As clients of the County’s refugee resettlement program, my parents lived in downtown San Jose before moving us to the Eastside. My sisters and I spent our childhood translating for our parents, family, and neighbors, helping them navigate government agencies and safety net resources. Our family relied on the County’s safetynet of services throughout my childhood. Through lived experience, I understand the outcomes of good policy and the consequences of bad governance. 
While at De Anza college, I interned with UFCW Local 428 (now Local 5) organizing food and commercial workers at Asian supermarkets and the Mi Pueblo Market. After community college I transferred to UC Berkeley, majoring Asian American Studies/Ethnic Studies. I then attended law school at UC Davis and interned for the Santa Clara County Public Defender’s Office. As an attorney, I was a fellow with Legal Aid at Work representing workers against wage theft and served as a Supervising Attorney with the Workers’ Rights Clinic at the Alexander Law Center.
I joined the County in 2013 and have worked across the County organization in programmatic and policy roles with Administration and the Board of Supervisors. I currently serve as Chief of Staff to Supervisor Chavez. Prior to this, I served as Project Manager of the Vietnamese American Service Center overseeing program design and daily operations. I helped create the Office of Labor Standards Enforcement to combat wage theft and advance workers’ rights. I served as Interim Supervisor for the County Division of Equity & Social Justice. During the pandemic, I served as a Lead Public Information Officer managing all communications on behalf of the County’s Emergency Operations Center. It was in this role that I initiated the Language Access Unit which is now a permanent office in the County. In 2016, I served as campaign manager for the Measure A - $950 million housing bond measure.
My policy initiatives and projects also include the Healthy Nail Salon Recognition Program providing education and grants to nail salons to operate above and beyond the minimum standards to advance worker health; the County’s language access policy; the Intern and Earn Program that provides paid internships to foster youth; and development of the COVID-19 Community Health and Business Engagement Team that deployed 125 community health workers into community while earning a living wage with hazard pay, and stipend for healthcare.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.39kk8xu][bookmark: bookmark=id.3j2qqm3]Running for County Supervisor is extremely personal to me. As the provider of safetynet services to our most vulnerable residents, I am running because our communities deserve a qualified Supervisor who intimately understands the outcomes of good policy, the consequences of bad governance, and has a demonstrated track record of innovation that prioritizes working families, vulnerable workers, and historically disadvantaged communities.  I am uniquely qualified for this role as someone who has led new initiatives, established new offices, and departments in a collaborative way that centers the needs of our clients.         
4. Housing: 
a. If elected, what policies and programs would you put in place to address affordable housing, market-rate housing, and homelessness? What incentives or policies would you propose for first-time home buyers? How would you improve local rental ordinances?  Would you implement rent control in the County?  If so, what would your rent control policy look like? Do you support Opportunity Housing?
In 2016, I served as the campaign manager for the Measure A - $950 million Affordable Housing Bond  which is on track to build 4300 units of affordable and permanent supportive housing by 2026, and established a $50 million first time homebuyer assistance program. I will continue expanding on the homebuyer assistance program and review the application process to remove any unnecessary barriers. We need to create affordable housing opportunities through reformed zoning laws allowing for high density housing and identifying new sources of revenue such as a regional housing bond measure. 
Yes, I support rent control in the County and removing rent control exemptions for tax-credit developments (e.g. Valley Palms Apartments). Yes, I support Opportunity Housing. 

b. Do you support large-scale preservation of unsubsidized affordable housing as a key part of an affordable housing strategy?
     	Yes. 

c. Would you support a Community Opportunity to Purchase Act policy in County unincorporated areas?
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1opuj5n][bookmark: bookmark=id.nmf14n]     	Yes. 
     
5. Public safety: a. How would you prioritize and address the most important public safety issues facing the residents of your district? Considering community trust, racial tensions, police conduct, use of force, etc., what can be done to improve our local criminal justice system? 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.37m2jsg][bookmark: bookmark=id.48pi1tg]Today, our criminal justice system produces very little justice. People of color and those living in poverty  fare far worse than most. The entire system—policing, the courts, prisons and recidivism—needs to be  transformed into one that is fair and equitable for everyone. California has the highest per capita inmate  cost in the nation, at an estimated $80,000 annually for 2018-19. Meanwhile, California ranks 41st among  all states in spending per K-12 student after adjusting for differences in the cost of living in each state. I believe our shared vision is a system that focuses on real second chances rather than punishment alone including achieving real policing reform that works for the public and the police; abolishing cash bonds which punish only  those who cannot afford to pay; and investing our resources into areas like creating quality jobs, education, mental health and wellness, substance abuse programs that help restore our communities versus expand our prisons. 

6. County Jails/Juvenile Detention:  What reforms need to be made in our county jails to improve inmate safety and outcomes?  What changes need to be made to improve safety and outcomes for juveniles who are detained by the County?

[bookmark: bookmark=id.1mrcu09][bookmark: bookmark=id.2nusc19] In 2022, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) voted to approve the construction of a new jail. Prior to that vote, BOS President Ellenberg launched a robust community engagement process that focused on alternatives to incarceration. I would support the continuation of this community partnership to provide input into the design and program development of the new jail to improve the safety of those who are incarcerated and better outcomes. 

7. Immigration:  Do you support the current county sanctuary policy? Yes. 
According to “New Americans in Santa Clara County: Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants in the County,” a report published by the Santa Clara County Office of Immigrant Relations (OIR) and the American Immigrant Council, immigrants made up 40.6% of the total population of the county and 61.3% of K-12 students were children of immigrants in 2021. My own experience as the daughter of immigrants whose family relied on the County’s Refugee Resettlement Program, among other crucial safety net services, continues to guide my efforts to ensure Santa Clara County is a place of welcoming and belonging for long-standing and newly arriving immigrants and their families. Throughout my career I have led, designed, and advised on programs and initiatives that support the diverse immigrant communities of Santa Clara County – as an organizer who grew up in the labor movement, an attorney, the campaign manager for the groundbreaking Measure A Affordable Housing Bond, as a division manager in the County’s Division of Equity and Social Justice, and most recently as Chief of Staff in the office for which I’m running – and, I will do the same as Supervisor. 

As Supervisor, I will work with community stakeholders to create intentional and effective pro-immigrant policies that can actually be implemented by County staff at the local level. it is imperative to understand the root causes of global migration and the implications of responding to challenges created by the broken immigration system in the United States. 
  
8. Health/Mental Health:  
a.	The largest line item in the County’s budget is supporting Valley Medical and health programs.  What changes would you make to better support residents?  What programs would you support to improve mental health in-patient and out-patient services in the County?
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3mzq4wv][bookmark: bookmark=id.2lwamvv]I served as project manager for the development and final phase of construction of the Vietnamese American Service Center - a one stop hub of health services that include: ambulatory health clinic, a non appointment behavioral health clinic, dental clinic, on site child supervision, social services, and senior activities. Our hours of operation are 8am - 8pm, Monday through Saturday. This service model was arrived at after 8 years of community engagement and marks the County’s first health center designed around the needs of the client and community. I would take those lessons learned to continue refining our health and hospital system to be more effective and accessible to our residents. 
b.	Do you support Healthcare for all?  What do you see your role in helping it to pass? Would you pledge be a champion speaking out in the public, participate in town halls.  
Yes. 
9. Diversity: What policies and practices would you implement for inclusiveness and diversity in county government, particularly for women, people of color, and the LGBTQ+ community?
[bookmark: bookmark=id.111kx3o][bookmark: bookmark=id.2250f4o]    I support ethnic  and gender diversity in all government appointments that are reflective of the community being served. 
10. Domestic Violence:  Do you support any changes or enhancements to Country services to victims of domestic violence?  If so, what changes would you support? 
Yes, I support fiscal enhancements to County services to victims and survivors of intimate partner violence.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.haapch][bookmark: bookmark=id.3l18frh]
11. Land use: What are the most important land use issues facing the County?  How would you reach out to your district residents for their input? The County’s land use authority is over unincorporated land and County owned land. Unincorporated land includes residential, agricultural, protected green space, and parks. Our most pressing land use issues include: 
1-Reform zoning policies to allow for more high density housing, specifically affordable housing. 
2-Protecting Coyote Valley and wildlife corridors - As the next potential County Supervisor, I plan to vote and support policy that will protect the unincorporated parts of Coyote Valley from development, thereby protecting the County’s agricultural heritage and our remaining small family farmers in South County as well as protecting the wildlife corridor between Santa Cruz mountains and the East foothills. 
3-Reid Hillview Airport – the airport is located in East San Jose situated in one of the most densely populated communities in the county. The airport is a toxic polluter and is responsible for the emission of lead in the community. I have supported Supervisor Chavez’s efforts to mitigate the environmental and health impacts of the airport from restricting the sale of leaded fuel and working towards closure of the airport by 2031. This work includes a community led visioning plan for the future of the 180 acres to meet the need and desire of the local community for open space, parkland, community and recreational facilities. 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.206ipza][bookmark: bookmark=id.319y80a]        
12. Business: How do you view business growth in your jurisdiction?  What, if anything, would you do to ensure residents are not displaced?  Under what circumstances would you support corporate subsidies, tax breaks, and credits, to attract business to the County?
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1gf8i83][bookmark: bookmark=id.4k668n3]    I do not support corporate subsidies, tax breaks, and credits, to attract business to the County. I support small businesses and believe in the positive impact that a thriving small business community can make in creating walkable communities, vibrant and safe communities.      
13. Transit: What specific proposals do you have to alleviate traffic? What do you think of our current public transit system and how would you propose improving it
[bookmark: bookmark=id.4i7ojhp][bookmark: bookmark=id.2zbgiuw]       The County can work to ensure that all development projects include the transit agencies throughout the entire development process. We can and must continue to attach public transportation requirements to all new and rehabilitated housing developments while building complete streets. The County can also support and implement signal priority for public transit to make it more efficient and appealing to riders, and working with the cities and transit agencies to implement more bus rapid transit lanes. There has been a dearth of public transit options in the East side of San Jose - where there is a community that is in the most need of it. The VTA Light Rail extension to Eastridge will be a significant step towards correcting this. Looking out further, we will mostly likely need to add an Ocala station to support the future activities and development of the land at the current Reid Hillview Airport.  
[bookmark: bookmark=id.40ew0vw]            

14. Environment: What local policies would you propose to locally address climate change and the environment? What is your target date to make Santa Clara County a zero-carbon county? 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.2xcytpi]   Over the next decade, the significant environmental issues affecting District 2 will be rooted in maintaining the momentum for expanding mass transit on the historically underserved eastside, including the VTA Eastridge project and extending BART to Five Wounds and ultimately to downtown San Jose and Santa Clara. I will continue the work that was started by Supervisor Chavez and our current Board of Supervisors, and continue to advocate at the local, regional, state, and federal level to bring funding and resources to complete these infrastructural projects.
 
Our next Supervisor will also be dealing with the continued effects of climate change, particularly the increased threat of wildfire in Santa Clara Valley at the urban-wildland interface areas. We must protect existing zoning policy that will prevent any further construction along such interface areas and working with our environmental and sustainability partners to mitigate the effects of climate change.
 
Should I have the opportunity to do so, I will vote to protect Juristac in its current state and make all efforts to shut down Reid Hillview Airport.  

Lastly, the County’s environmental and climate sustainability resources are not integrated as they exist separately in the CEO’s office, Facilities and Fleet, and in what was CEPA, as well as Public Health. Building on the success of the Food Systems Plan, we need to bring everyone together to determine the best organizational structure in the County to maximize our impact in strengthening environmental safeguards and climate sustainability resources. Good work is being done in each area; integration can synthesize and build on this work.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.2fk6b3p][bookmark: bookmark=id.1egqt2p]I have the sole endorsement of the Santa Clara County League of Conservation Voters.           

15. [bookmark: _heading=h.1ci93xb][bookmark: bookmark=id.3whwml4]Budget: If you were on County BOS, what decisions would you make differently from this year’s budget?  Do you think the County needs additional revenue, and if so, how would you generate it? 

Reduce vacancies in County workforce by improving effectiveness of County Human Resources in recruiting, hiring, and retaining staff.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3ygebqi][bookmark: bookmark=id.upglbi]Ensure labor organizations, line staff, and interested members of the public have a real seat at the table as budget and policy decisions are considered.     

There are revenue generating opportunities in the County operation that has not been fully developed.      

16. Youth: What are your priorities and policies for youth in the county, and how would you implement and finance them? 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.3ep43zb][bookmark: bookmark=id.2dlolyb]     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.qsh70q][bookmark: _heading=h.2bn6wsx]
17. Education: How could the County improve education opportunities for young people? 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.sqyw64]   The County can improve education opportunities for young people through strong partnerships with our County Board of Education and local school districts to facilitate the provision of counseling, behavioral health services, social services, and family stabilization support on campuses through family resource center models and through direct services on campuses. In 2014 I supported the development of the intern and earn program to provide paid internships to foster youth, justice involved youth, and youth from CalWORKs and CalFRESH families. Providing paid opportunities to support and supplement young people’s education should continue to expand and be widely available to vulnerable youth and those from historically underserved communities. 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1tuee74]            

18. Elections: Would you support electoral and campaign finance reform?  If so, what kind? How would you propose to improve civic participation in your city? 

Yes, I support electoral and campaign finance reform. I support a mandatory expenditure limit as opposed to the current voluntary maximum expenditure limit.  
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3as4poj][bookmark: bookmark=id.3cqmetx][bookmark: bookmark=id.4du1wux]               
 
19. Access: How do you propose to make yourself accessible and accountable to the residents of the County     ?  
I have been a community organizer for the past 20 years and a public servant for 10 of those years. It has been my job to be as accessible as possible and always accountable to the residents of Santa Clara County. My accessibility plan includes:
· Biweekly newsletters – twice a week
· Open office hours in community to make myself readily available to our residents
· Half yearly check ins and study sessions with departmental leadership and labor leaders representing our County employees.
· Instituting a report card system that allows my constituents to grade how I am doing. I’ve always been a fan of customer service feedback.
· Working closely with neighborhood associations – this is something that has historically been a function of city governments but as issues continue to intersect between the County and City, I will prioritize these relationships as County Supervisor.
· I look forward to a partnership with the South Bay Progressive Alliance to inform policy and budgetary decisions at the County. 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1pxezwc][bookmark: bookmark=id.1rvwp1q][bookmark: bookmark=id.2szc72q]               
20. What type of retail establishments should or shouldn’t be in your district (e.g., what is your position on payday lenders and marijuana dispensaries in your district)?  

[bookmark: bookmark=id.49x2ik5][bookmark: bookmark=id.4bvk7pj][bookmark: bookmark=id.184mhaj]    Payday lenders should not be in our district. 
21. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like to share?
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2r0uhxc][bookmark: bookmark=id.3s49zyc]               


Positions on Issues

Please answer YES or NO for each statement.  

[bookmark: _heading=h.2p2csry][bookmark: bookmark=id.1664s55][bookmark: bookmark=id.3q5sasy][bookmark: bookmark=id.meukdy][bookmark: bookmark=id.279ka65]Do you support raising the minimum wage in Santa Clara County?  				YES ☐	
[bookmark: bookmark=id.147n2zr][bookmark: bookmark=id.25b2l0r]To what amount?   I support setting a minimum wage at the living wage.     
   
[bookmark: _heading=h.3o7alnk]Do you support a restorative justice program in lieu of prosecution?  			YES ☐
Do you support ending bail bonds?  								YES ☐
Do you support participatory budgeting (citizen involvement in County budgeting)?  	YES ☐
Would you support an elected rent board?  							YES ☐  
Do you support a civilian review board with subpoena power of the Sheriff’s Office?   	YES ☐      
Will you support County divestment from fossil fuels?  					YES ☐   
Do you support funding projects to reduce the number of cars on the road?   		YES ☐    
Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?  							YES ☐     
Do you support “amending the Constitution to make clear that corporations and other artificial entities do not have Constitutional rights, and that money is not speech and campaign spending should be limited through regulation”? Pledge from MTA (https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)  
YES ☐
Do you support free public education from pre-school through graduate studies?  	YES ☐
Do you support legalization with a path to citizenship for the 11 million undocumented immigrants in the U.S.?  											YES ☐ 
Do you support marriage equality and the right of transgendered individuals to use the restroom of their choice?  											YES ☐
Do you support the use of County funds to develop worker-owned cooperatives?  	YES ☐
Do you support an ordinance or charter amendment to create a public bank for your Santa Clara County?  											YES ☐
[bookmark: _heading=h.23ckvvd]
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